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DIY Wedding Timeline
How to use this template: 

On this page, simply fill in the blanks. This first page will help you count 

backwards from the Ceremony.  Transfer the calculated “start times” to 

page #3, which will be the “final timeline.” Feel free to skip sections that 

don’t apply to you. Tips: Account for a bathroom breaks and breathing 

room. Ask vendors and venue for feedback. 

1. CEREMONY TIME: 

2. BRIDAL PARTY HIDDEN AT CEREMONY: 
(30 minutes BEFORE Ceremony Time) 

Are you doing a first look?   Y/N 
A “first look” is when a bride and groom see each other before the ceremony. This is traditional 
in the Jewish culture. It lets you relax, take photos with each other, with the bridal party, and 
with family BEFORE the craziness of the ceremony. If not doing a first look, these photos are 
usually taken between the Ceremony and the Reception, at “Cocktail Hour.” 
If NOT doing a First Look, skip to 5. 

3. FIRST LOOK: 
(Generally, 2 hours BEFORE Ceremony Time, add more if you want to go to multiple photo 
locations) 

4. FAMILY & BRIDAL PARTY PHOTOS: 
(30 minutes AFTER First Look. make sure to tell people when/where to go!) 

5. FINISHED GETTING READY: 
(Goal time! If you’re doing a first look, this is the same time as the first look. If not, find out 
how much time it takes to get to the ceremony, then subtract from “Hidden At Ceremony” time. 
TIP: Make sure to give yourself extra time if you’re typically late or any of your party is known 
for being tardy! It’s the best thing in the world to have extra time on your wedding day!) 

6. START GETTING READY: 
(Ask your makeup/hair people how much time they need for EVERYONE who is getting 
professional hair/makup, and time your own trial or how much time it takes you to get ready. 
Make sure to calculate mothers and significant family members if they’re getting makeup. Count 
backwards from your “Finished Getting Ready” time and write that time here). 
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Cocktail Hour/Reception: 

Now we’re going forwards again! 

7. CEREMONY ENDS: 
(Talk with your officiant on how long the ceremony will be)

8. COCKTAIL HOUR BEGINS: 
(Typically, right after ceremony Ends. Consider whether it will be at the Ceremony or 
Reception venue. If at the Reception, consider travel time.) 

9. FORMAL FAMILY AND BRIDAL PARTY PHOTOS: 
(If you did a first look and photos beforehand, reserve about 15 minutes for missed shots, 
random family members, and a few couple photos, then head to your Cocktail Hour. If you DID 
NOT do a First Look, give your photographer 45-60 minutes. Be sure to discuss this with the 
photographer and make a list of groupings you want!) 

10. RECEPTION BEGINS: 
(If you did a first look, the Reception can usually begin an hour AFTER the Ceremony Ends. If 
you DID NOT do a first look, plan on starting the Reception about 1.5-2 hours AFTER the 

Ceremony Ends.) 

As we move into the Reception, it becomes more about the 

ORDER of events, not the timing. So, here are a list of things 

that typically happen at a Reception, and how much time 

they usually take. Use the blanks to write down in what order 

you want them to happen, IF you want them to happen at all: 

Grand Entrance

First Dance - 5 minutes 

Parent Dances - 7 minutes 

Dinner - Talk to Caterers 

Toasts - 15 minutes 

Cake Cutting Together - 5 minutes 

Bouquet Toss - 5 minutes 

Garter Toss - 5 minutes 

11. SEND-OFF, GUESTS GONE: 
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Wedding Day Timeline
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